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WINE NEWS

Oak Valley Blend
2004 wins top

international trophy

HE maiden vintage of The

Qak Valley Blend 2004 —

released late last year by the
Elgin Valley farm, Oak Valley
Estate — has won a Gold Medal,
the Regional Trophy and the Inter-
national Trophy in the (Red)
Bordeaux Blends over £10 (R140)
category at the annual Decanter
World Wine Awards. Decanter,
published in England, is one of the
leading and most influential wine

; magazines in the world.

It’s the first time this Interna-

| tional Trophy has been awarded

sincethe Awards were launched in
2004. No wines prior to The Oak
Valley Blend 2004 reached the
required quality level to win the
trophy. South African wineries
won four out of the 25 internation-
al trophies awarded.

The Oak Valley Blend 2004 was

described by the judges as “earthy,
with spicy baked fruits. Old-
fashioned nose. Powerful, scented,
earthy and complex. Long.”

The Oak Valley Blend 2004 is a
blend of Merlot (88%), Cabernet
Franc (9%) and Cabernet
Sauvignon (3%).

The wine spent 18 months in
72% new French oak and 28%
second-fill French oak barrels.

A total of 7642 wines from
around the world were entered for
the awards in various categories.
Under the chairmanship of
renowned wine judge and writer
Steven Spurrier, the competition
focuses on regionality.

In a preamble to the awards,
Decanter said: “The awards cele-
brate the diversity of wine by
focusing on regional styles and the
influence of terroir. Wines are

judged on a regional
level to promote a sense

of origin over internation-
al homogenised styles.”

Oak  Valley owner
Anthony Rawbone-Viljoen
and winemaker Pieter Visser
are very excited about receiv-
ing the accolade. But it’s the
emphasis on regionality that, for
them, has added extra gloss to
the trophy.

Although they believe it's too
early to talk about Elgin terroir in
the classic sense, they have, since
the initial plantings in the late
1980s, been seeking out the best
vineyard sites on the 1786ha farm.

. Their philosophy is to harness
those natural attributes that best
reflect the terroirs of the Elgin
Valley.

B www.oakvalleywines.com







