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Dak Valley, Elgin

T remarkablic suecess

story of stari-up winenies
continoes with the nows 1har
Ouk Valley Sauvignoen Blanc
2005 recently won he De-
panter Wirld Wine Awards
reopiy for best 5S4 sauvignon
hianc.

Nat b Tor a producer that
hettled 118 first sauvignon in
W03 afier a pause of &0
vears, though & biv ol a sur
prise Tor one with the moto
“henpr, farer”. whose wines
requore some boille age o
show 1hedt best,

At a recent vertical tasting
af sauvignen Blane from the
malden  vinlnge (20030 o
date, the vhdes! wine had a
dedres of complexine o meke
the perdiest anotak re-vxam-
ine conventional Cape wine
wisonm thal ssuvignon bland
diwes ot cnake Userious wine”

The spraseling 1 F86 ha of
suwervld called Dek Valley
was houghr in 1898 by An-
weic  Viljoen,  who o was
kmghted in 1916 for his ef-
fors in conciliation between
Boers anid Brits ahier the An-
glon-Boer  War,  where he
served as a medical doctor
with a Free Stage commantdo.

Sir Antonie  pioneered

grapes inothe valley — which
mis the present Elgin grape
rush e Misorical perspec-
tive — and § winery wis buill
on the farme in 1908 1 lasted
witil Word War 2. when ihe
vinevards were gribbed g e
plant more deciduous il
meet increased demanil.

The rouring 19205 in Cape
Towrn  owere  fuelled by
sparkling cinsaut produced by
EK Green & Co under the
volonial brand “Grand  Im-
perial”, Pontac, & varictal now
unknown in the Cape alier
Hanenherg  uprooted  {s
vims-infecied  vines a  lew
years ago, was the red,

Grapes returned to the val-
ey in the 19805 on Paul
Cluver's farm Dr Ruat, as well
as Oak Valley, and  roday
there are 550 ha ol vinevards
and another 150 ha scheduled
for plapring this wimer

Some ol 1he biggest names
i %A wine now  falure
amung e griveers, which
number mare than 4tz GT
Ferreira Tokars), Gyles Wehh
[Thelemal, Ross Lower (ex-
Kiein Consuinta) and Wike
Dinhrowse Mulderhmsch).

Perhaps the only  mistake
mate was a {oous on merfol
as the red cultivar of chiice

when pinns noir hat already
demonstrated i1 made more
exciting wines in the shape of
Some MunmAg  ones  mate
from Flgin frun by Peter Fin-
fayson and Stomm Krewsch ar
Whalehaven.

Sir Amtonie was a man of
strong passions — he nsisted
that  anyene who
the Jarm be called Viljoen -
which explains the magnif-
fcent momker of the curmen?
incumbent, Amboany K-
hene-Yiljoen

He aisn had a gession tor
nak trees = 1o such an exrent
that ke Torhade by iesoen
dants Trem ever  ghopping
down any of hin 4 b ke
glish naks amd vven wend o
far ws nsming his youngdes
danghier Dakjeine. She died
parher this wvear ar the grened
i ae of 13 and was
mims, when asked what s
did. For the pithy s
“Spendd ahe whele day trving
10 Slay wlive.”

Wich s nat somcthing the
sauvignun hlencs Trom Dok
Vallew nevd <o, winth ackd iey-
els and balance enaapgh 1o
keep them drinkingd sell for s
teeaile or mure. Neil Pendock
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